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20/10/2020 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) additional funding it has committed and (b) plans it has to support the 
adult learning sector in to assist people who have been made redundant due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic back into education, training or employment. (S5W-
32154) 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises that Covid 19 has had a 
fundamental impact on the Scottish economy and labour market and is committed 
to supporting people to retrain and reskill into good, sustainable jobs as the 
economy begins to grow again. 
 
That is why, in 2020-21, we are providing an additional £100 million for targeted 
employment support and training. This includes our £25m National Transition 
Training Fund to help up to 10,000 people aged 25 and over, who have lost their 
jobs or are at risk of redundancy as a result of the virus, to develop the skills 
required to move into sectors with the greatest potential for future growth and job 
opportunities. 
 
We are also providing £5 million to enhance support for those affected by 
redundancy through our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE) 
initiative. We have extended Fair Start Scotland contracts for a further two years to 
March 2023 to provide support for unemployed disabled people, those with health 
conditions and/or other barriers to moving into fair and sustained work, and we are 
investing £7.35m this year through Parental Employment Support Fund to enable 
priority family groups enter and progress in employment. 
 
Additionally, we have committed to developing a Lifelong Learning strategy, in 
consultation with the adult learning sector. This is to ensure Community Learning 
and Development, specifically adult learning and youth work, is integrated within our 
wider education and skills system. This will enable us to raise the status of the 
importance of lifelong learning and bring together partners from national adult 
learning and youth work organisations, local authorities, colleges, Education 
Scotland, Skills Development Scotland and SCQF to further integrate adult learning 
and youth work alongside the formal education system. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31796 by John 
Swinney on 29 September 2020, whether it will place in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) all the documentation it shared with Professor 
Priestley, and whether this included all the correspondence it had with the SQA. 
(S5W-32214) 
John Swinney: Professor Priestley’s review of the National Qualifications 
Experience 2020 was published on 7 October: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rapid-review-national-qualifications- experience-
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2020/ . The Scottish Government response was published on the same day: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rapid-review-of-national- qualifications-
experience-2020-our-response/ . 
 
The review considered a range of evidence from stakeholders and analysis of 
published materials, emails and other communications between officials, the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority and other partners. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31793 by John 
Swinney on 28 September 2020, whether it will place the minutes of all discussions 
and copies of all correspondence in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(SPICe), as requested, and what Bib number it has been assigned. (S5W-32215) 
John Swinney: The meeting which took place in July involved a verbal update 
from Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) staff. No notes or minutes were taken 
from the meeting. A presentation given by the SQA at this meeting has been 
released as part of an FOI enquiry and can be found at this link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000074442/ . 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-31365 and S5W-
31795 by John Swinney on 4 September and 28 September 2020 respectively, 
what the (a) intended policy or (b) options for intended policies were when it issued 
the statement that "details will be provided separately before schools return on 11 
August, regarding the approach for the assessment of national qualifications for 
the 2021-session" within the Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on preparing for 
the start of the new school term in August 2020, which was published on 30 July 
2020, and whether this (i) was or (ii) included a similar system of moderation as 
used for the 2019-20 exams. (S5W-32216) 
 
John Swinney: Our position to date, as outlined in the Strategic Framework for 
Re-opening Schools published in May, has been for an exam diet to be held next 
year. However, in these exceptional times the Scottish Qualifications Authority and 
the Education Recovery Group have been looking at contingency plans. The 
current circumstances and the continued impact of COVID-19 present the 
significant risk of disruption to the running of the exam diet in 2021. 
 
I set out in my statement to Parliament on 7 October that Higher and Advanced 
Higher exams will go ahead in 2021 with a clear contingency plan in place should 
public health guidance near the time make that not possible. I also outlined that in 
response to the recommendations of Professor Priestley's review, and discussions 
with stakeholders, that no exams would take place for National 5 courses and an 
alternative approach for assessing these qualifications will be used based on 
teacher judgement, supported by assessment resources and quality assurance. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-31360 and S5W-
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31797 by John Swinney on 4 September and 28 September 2020 respectively, 
whether it will answer the question that was asked regarding what information it 
received about the tolerable range that was employed by the SQA, also referred to 
as the "centre constraints", and whether it will place in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) a copy of what the tolerable range was, broken down 
by exam centre and subject. (S5W-32218) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) is an independent 
body and the detail of the moderation process was an operational decision for 
them. I confirm that I was informed of the 2020 awarding approach to moderation 
on 30 July 2020. The presentation reported that the model would allow for a 
variance in centre performance in 2020 over or under previous historic 
performance of the previous 4 years. The SQA’s National Qualifications 2020 
Methodology Report, released on 4 August, provides an explanation of the 
moderation approach, including the tolerances added to allow for variability in 
centre performance, adopted this year. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to Appendix 2 of the SQA NQ 2020 Awarding 
Decision Timeline, whether it will publish the minutes of the meeting of 11 June 
2020, which discussed moderation and dialogue. (S5W-32314) 

John Swinney: The meeting which took place on 11 June involved a verbal update 
from Scottish Qualifications Authority staff. No notes or minutes were taken from 
the meeting. 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason some teachers and school staff who were 
previously shielding are reportedly being permitted to work outside of a 
classroom environment in some local authorities while in others they are being 
required to work in the classroom. (S5W-32354) 

John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to 
school, includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable 
and extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on 
shielding, the guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can 
return to work in schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be 
undertaken. The guidance on special considerations for certain groups is 
available from https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
preparing- start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
The decisions on where teachers and school staff who have previously been 
shielding are deployed are for individual schools and local authorities, in line with 
their responsibilities as employers, following individualised risk assessment. 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether teachers who were previously shielding 
should be working in classrooms in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland, in light of 
Glasgow City Council's Executive Director of Education writing to schools to 
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highlight an “extraordinary number of cases where teachers have tested positive for 
COVID-19”. (S5W-32355) 
 
John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to 
school, includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable 
and extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on 
shielding, the guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can 
return to work in schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be 
undertaken. The guidance on special considerations for certain groups is 
available from https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
preparing- start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
As the guidance outlines, risk assessments should consider measures that can 
be taken to lower the risk of transmission amongst staff and pupils in all parts of 
the school. 
 
The decisions on where teachers and school staff who have previously been 
shielding are deployed are for individual schools and local authorities, in line with 
their responsibilities as employers, following individualised risk assessment. 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to review the guidance for schools that currently 
states that teachers who were previously shielding should attend work in the 
classroom. (S5W-32356) 

John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to 
school, includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable 
and extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on 
shielding, the guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can 
return to work in schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be 
undertaken. The guidance on special considerations for certain groups is 
available from https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
preparing- start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
The position in relation to shielding currently remains the same, as set out at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/ . 
 
The guidance for schools will be updated in due course, to include references to 
the shielding guidance above, including the steps which those formerly shielding 
can take to receive shielding updates, and information on the current levels of 
infection in Scotland. 
 
21/10/2020 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with (a) colleges and (b) 
universities regarding the preparations that will be required for exams in the current 
academic year. (S5W-32312) 
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Richard Lochhead: We are currently working with both the college and university 
sectors on the best approaches to be taken in the current pandemic situation to 
ensure students receive the best educational experience and also 
remain safe. 
 
22/10/2020 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to introduce a national retraining strategy to ensure that reforms 
in education and training can respond to changes in the wider economy and 
labour market so this can cater to the skills needs of the country. (S5W-32153) 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to developing the skills 
and aspirations of adults and young people. This commitment is evident in the 
investments we have made before and during this crisis. 
 
In September 2019, the Scottish Government launched Scotland’s Future Skills 
Action Plan . Across four themes the Plan highlights the vital role the skills system 
will play in helping Scotland to respond to future socio-economic challenges, such 
as demographic changes and the climate emergency. We believe that the 
principles and themes of Scotland’s Future Skills Action Plan are as relevant – if 
not more so – than ever. For example, the seismic shift towards digital and online 
delivery of services in the last few short months has highlighted the importance of 
fully understanding how technology can help us improve business productivity. 
 
In response to the Covid - 19 pandemic, the Scottish Government has acted quickly 
to create new investment in retraining and upskilling opportunities to counter the 
economic impact of Covid-19. We have committed £100m of funding for new labour 
market initiatives, including our Youth Guarantee, a £25m National Transition 
Training Fund, the first strand of which was launched on Thursday 8 th October 
2020, increased resources for our Partnership Action for Continued Employment 
(PACE) initiative which helps those at risk of redundancy and £10 million on 
measures to support and retain apprentices. 
 
23/10/2020 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31794 by John 
Swinney on 28 September 2020, what legislative changes or other alterations to 
permissions would have been required to have shared information relating to the 
moderation outcome with the Education Recovery Group in advance of the 
publication of the SQA results on 4 August 2020; how long it would have taken to 
make such a change, and whether it considered doing this.(S5W-32217) 
John Swinney: The Pre-release Access to Official Statistics (Scotland) Order 
2008 sets out the rules and principles governing pre-release access to Official 
Statistics in Scotland. SQA 2020 Attainment statistics were not published as 
Official Statistics, however, SQA followed the principles as good practice. The 
main purpose of pre-release access is to ensure that the Scottish Ministers or 
officials advising them are able to comment publicly on the statistics based on an 



understanding of them gained through the pre-release period. The number of 
people who receive pre-release access should be kept to the absolute minimum 
necessary for this purpose. Pre-release access does not extend beyond that to the 
wider membership of CERG. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason extra-curricular sports at schools, 
such as football, are unable to resume. (S5W-32320) 
John Swinney: It is not the case that extra-curricular sports at schools, such as 
football, are unable to resume. 
 
The Guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020 
emphasises the importance of the provision of activities and clubs outside the 
usual school timetable for wider health and development of children and young 
people and states that: “they can be conducted subject to following the guidance 
set out in this note, and guidance for the general public where applicable. Schools 
should consider the need for out of hours cleaning when scheduling activities”. 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether physical distancing is possible in all 
schools that are operating at full capacity. (S5W-32358) 
John Swinney: Implementation of the agreed school reopening guidance is the 
responsibility of local authorities and schools, working closely with their school 
communities. 
 
As a precautionary approach, our guidance recommends that distancing is 
maintained where possible between young people in secondary schools, provided 
that does not introduce capacity constraints and prevent attendance. This is a 
proportionate, risk-based approach, that goes further than the current scientific 
advice on school reopening requires. 
 
We also required risk assessments to be carried out in individual schools in 
relation to the guidance. We would expect those assessments to consider 
capacity issues within individual schools, and any impact on the ability of adults 
and young people to maintain physical distancing. 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many school pupils (a) have tested positive for and 
(b) are self-isolating from COVID-19 following an outbreak at their school. (S5W-
32587) 
John Swinney: The latest information on the number of school pupils who are not 
in school due to a Covid-19 related sickness (this is pupils who have either been 
displaying symptoms of Covid-19 or have tested positive for Covid-19) can be 
found here: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19- 
SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction 
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This link also contains information on the number of school pupils not in school 
because they are self-isolating due to Covid-19 related reasons. It is not possible 
to determine whether these are as a result of an outbreak at their school or due to 
other contact with people who have tested positive for 
Covid-19. 
 
Useful information from Public Health Scotland can also be found on the weekly 
Infographic, published here. This includes information on positive tests by age 
group. 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children- and-
young-people-infographic/ 
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